The theme of freedom in classic literature
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The theme of freedom has been a pivotal concern in classic literature, offering insights
into the human condition and societal values throughout history. In works spanning various
cultures and eras, authors grapple with the multifaceted concept of liberty, often reflecting the
sociopolitical climates of their times. For instance, the writings of John Locke and Thomas Paine
during America's revolutionary period illustrate how philosophical ideals about freedom
profoundly influenced national identity. Pylynskyi (n.d.) emphasizes that Locke's notions of
natural rights and social contracts laid essential groundwork for understanding liberty in
American thought, which subsequently permeated early American literature.

Moreover, classic literature frequently portrays individual struggles for freedom against
oppressive forces. Shakespeare’s characters often embody this tension; for example, in
"Hamlet," the titular character grapples with existential questions that reflect deeper themes of
autonomy and moral choice amidst societal expectations. This exploration aligns with Bizas's
(2021) discussion on the diachronic nature of freedom—how its interpretation evolves within
different historical contexts. Shakespeare’s nuanced representation encourages readers to
question not only personal freedoms but also broader societal constraints.

Dostoevsky further complicates the notion of freedom by intertwining it with morality and
existentialism in works such as "Crime and Punishment." The protagonist Raskolnikov seeks
liberation through radical actions yet finds himself ensnared by guilt and psychological turmoil.
This conflict illustrates a critical aspect highlighted by both Pylynskyi (n.d.) and Bizas (2021):
that true freedom is often accompanied by moral responsibility and an awareness of one's
impact on others.
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