The role of the state in ensuring social justice in modern democracies.
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The interplay between the state and social justice has evolved significantly in modern
democracies, reflecting historical transformations and contemporary challenges. Historically, the
role of the state in promoting social justice emerged from a recognition of collective rights and
responsibilities, particularly after major global conflicts like World War Il (Tzagkarakis, 2024).
This evolution illustrates how states have expanded their functions beyond mere governance to
actively engage in ensuring equitable access to resources and opportunities for all citizens.
Legal frameworks that promote equality are pivotal in this context, as they establish the
foundational principles upon which social justice is built. These frameworks not only protect
individual rights but also serve as mechanisms for accountability within democratic institutions
(Meyer, 2025). Furthermore, economic policies aimed at supporting marginalized communities
are essential for addressing systemic inequalities that persist within capitalist structures. The
state's role extends to facilitating civic engagement and fostering an environment where citizens
can hold their governments accountable, thereby reinforcing democratic values. As such,
understanding the multifaceted responsibilities of the state is crucial for analyzing its
effectiveness in achieving social justice today. This essay will explore these dimensions by
examining historical contexts, legal frameworks, economic policies, and civic engagement

strategies that collectively shape the pursuit of social justice within modern democracies.
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